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Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2017      9:00pm 

 

Participating today 
Worship Leadership:    Rev John Ambrose 
Music Director: Don Cassano         
Sanctuary Sound: Bill Woodcock 
Scripture Reader: Sue Butson 
Greeters/Offering: Valrie Ewan, Wally Whitnell, Jo McDuffe, Wayne Heath, 
Theo Wolder, Marlene Grimwood  

Large print bulletins available  -  
please ask one of our ushers 

Welcome to St. Paul’s United Church 
and to our service today  -  we are happy that you have come! 

 
 

Washrooms  are located off the atrium 
_________ 

 

Two accessible entrances to St Paul’s. One  is on Main Street via the 
atrium, with the elevator located just inside the entrance. Best  
parking to use for this entrance is the town lot west of the church, 
with two handicapped parking spots.  
The second accessible entrance is via the ramp off our parking lot, 
with two handicapped parking spots in the parking lot.  

_________ 
 

We invite you to pick up informational brochures in the atrium.  
Please introduce yourself to one of the hosts; we would be most  
happy to help you.  Visitors and guests are encouraged to sign  
the Guest Book located in the atrium.   
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Christmas Eve, 2017   
9:00pm 

 
 

Carol Singing 
VU 44  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear vs 1 & 2 

VU 55  In the Bleak Midwinter   vs 1 & 4 

VU 73  The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy vs 1 & 2 

VU 64  O Little Town of Bethlehem  vs 1 & 3 

 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 
 

Prelude            
 

Welcome and Announcements   
 

Choir Introit 
 

Greeting and Proclamation 
      

Tonight we celebrate once more the news of God's gift to us: 
that a boy has been born for us; a child has been given to us. 

He shall become for us Wonderful Counsellor, 
God's Word among us, God's beloved One,  
Prince of  Peace. 

Once we were no people, now we are God's people. 

Once we walked in darkness. 
Now we have seen a great light. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

*  VU 60  O Come All Ye Faithful   vs 1-4 

* Please stand if able  
Congregational responses in bold  
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Lighting the Christ Candle      
       

         Sung   
How silently, how silently,  
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts  
the blessed gift of  heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming;  
but in this world of  sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still,  
the dear Christ enters in.   

 

Over the Sundays of Advent we have been a waiting people,  
waiting for the moment to celebrate our Lord’s birth,  
and lighting candles to mark the journey to Christmas.  
The time of waiting is over.  
 

Tonight we light the Christ candle, the centre candle  
in our Advent wreath. The first candle ignited the thrill of hope 
in the hearts of weary people. The second candle reminded us  
of the peace that surpasses understanding,  
shining into a conflicted and confused world. 
 

The third candle expressed the joy of fulfilled promises  
and the anticipation of those yet to come.  The fourth candle 
spoke of the new life that is found in God’s unconditional love.  
 

Tonight, we light the Christ candle in celebration  
of our Messiah’s birth.  (Candle is lit).  
As God’s promises continue to shine, we echo the words shared 
through the ages: Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 

 

Prayer  said together 
 

 Gracious God, in the wonder of  this night 
we hear the Christmas good news.  
The plea of  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,”  
has now become “Joy to the World!”  
Like the shepherds on that starry night, 
who, in a moment of  majestic humility,  
felt summoned to the stable,  
may we now come to worship the Christ-child,   
the newborn King.  AMEN. 
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Sung  
O Holy Child of  Bethlehem,  
descend to us we pray;  
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels,  
the great glad tidings tell.  
0 come to us, abide with us,  
our Lord, Emmanuel.  
 

Ministry of Music  And This Shall Be the Sign 
   Words: Bert Stratton & Jon Paige  Music: Lloyd Larson 

 
We Give with Thanksgiving 

 
The Invitation 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 
 

Sung Dedication 
 

Prayer of Dedication        Christmas Doxology          Tune: VU #541 
 

Praise God with songs that never cease. 
Praise God who fills the earth with peace. 
Praise God for love and joy within. 
The Holy Child is born again. 

   

We Listen and Learn 
 

Prayer of Illumination            Reader: Sue Butson 
 

Responsive Reading        Mary’s Song                VU Page 898 
 

Scripture Reading  Luke 2 (from a Child’s Bible) 
 

Ministry of Music  Away in a Manger arr. Howard Helvey 
       Cello: Judy Hunter 

Christmas Message An Upside Down Christmas            
 

VU 38   Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Carol Our Christmas 

 
Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas;  
Snow is not falling and trees are not bare.  
Carol the summer, and welcome the Christ Child,  
Warm in our sunshine and sweetness of  air.  
 
       Sing of  the gold and the green and the sparkle,  
       Water and river and lure of  the beach.  
       Sing in the happiness of  open spaces,  
       Sing a nativity summer can reach! 
 
Shepherds and musterers move over hillsides.  
Finding not angels but sheep to be shorn;  
Wise ones make journeys whatever the season.  
Searching for signs of  the truth to be born. 
 
       Right side up Christmas belongs to the universe,  
       Made in the moment a woman gives birth;  
       Hope is the Jesus gift, love is the offering,  
       Everywhere, anywhere, here on the earth. 
 
Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas;  
Snow is not falling and trees are not bare.  
Carol the summer, and welcome the Christ Child,  
Warm in our sunshine and sweetness of  air.  

 
         Words: Shirley Erena Murray 
                                              Music: Colin Gibson 
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We Gather at the Table 
 
 
 

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving    see green insert 
 
The Breaking of Bread and Lifting of Cup 
 
Receiving the Bread and Wine 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
A Christmas Musical Surprise St Paul’s Choir 

 
We Go In God’s Name 

      
* VU 59   Joy to the World 

 
* Benediction   

 
* Vesper Hymn 67  Silent Night                        
 
Exchange of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you! 

 
Postlude 
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Merry Christmas from the staff, volunteers  
and congregation of St Paul’s! 
 

On the Sunday after Christmas - December 31, we will have, once 
more, our Café Noel, a relaxed, informal service at 10:00am in the main 
hall, with coffee/tea and left-over Christmas goodies to enjoy before, during, 
and after our time of worship.  This will be a pot-luck event… allowing 
you to bring some of those special Christmas cookies, squares, etc., and 
share them with others. Do bring them 'plate ready' to go on a table.  
Volunteers will be needed to prepare the beverage and the table, and clean 
up afterwards. If you’re available, please speak with John Ambrose 
 
Christmas Giving Tree. A large, lighted, and decorated Christmas tree 
now graces the atrium at St. Paul’s United Church. It stands as a blessing to 
the many hundreds of people who come through the doors of our building 
every week. But more than that, it is a giving tree. It will ‘give’ practical gifts 
to people in our community and beyond who are in need of assistance. And 
the gifts will come from all of us… mittens, socks, toques, gloves, scarves, 
and any other winter clothing items you think might help a child or adult. 
These can be left under or hung on the tree. But you might also consider 
$25 gift cards from Walmart or food stores in the Loblaw chain. The gift 
cards can be left in the church office or placed on the offering plate with a 
note to leave them for the office. These will be so very helpful in meeting 
the urgent requests we receive in the weeks and months to come.  
 

Donation baskets are in the atrium for the Food Bank and for gifts 
for women and children at Halton Women’s Place. These are  
ongoing outreach projects of St Paul’s the Mission & Outreach Committee.  
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Please note that the church offices will be closed until Tuesday 
January 2. For emergency pastoral care during this period, please contact 
Reverend John Ambrose at 905.826.2831.  
 
Any donations to be included in your 2017 tax receipt must reach 
the church by December 31, 2017. Please leave on the offering plate, in 
the treasurer’s mailslot or in the secured exterior mailslot at the parking lot 
entrance by December 31. 
 
There will be no Friday coffee hour on Friday December 29. We’ll 
see you again on January 5! 
 

Visitors Offering Envelopes.  Any donations provided in one of these 
envelopes will allow the giver to be obtain a receipt for income tax  
purposes. Visitor’s envelopes are available in the atrium. 

Announcements  -  Christmas Eve, 2017 
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The Rose Window Memorial plaque was created approximately 20 
years ago to allow folk to recognize and remember individuals who were 
important in their lives. Order forms are available in the atrium and in the 
Memorials section of the St Paul’s website. Prices from 20 years ago are be-
ing held until December 31 of this year and will increase on January 1, 2018. 
The proceeds will be used by the St Paul’s trustees to fund several identified 
capital projects, including noise abatement in the atrium by the installation 
of aesthetically pleasing sound absorbing baffles and maintenance and repair 
of the existing stained glass windows, including the Rose Window. If inter-
ested, please contact Carol Kerr, Chair of Trustees, (ckerrs17@gmail.com), 
any member of the Board of Trustees or the church office. 
 

The Worship Committee is requesting your help to take down the 
Christmas decorations on January 4 or 5. Please let Myra or Helene 
know if you can help and what day is best. It would be great to have some 
men volunteer to help take down the big tree in the atrium. Thanks! 
 
Givings. We have been asked how to support our church while you are 
away this winter. You may want to consider going on PAR or providing post 
dated cheques so that your givings will continue during your absence. If you 
require more information, please contact the office or the treasurer. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities at St Paul’s! 
 

Every Sunday after the services a dedicated team makes coffee 
and tea and lays out the refreshments for fellowship time. We are 
looking for a few volunteers to help out on a rotating basis. Please contact 
Carol Kerr for more information or to volunteer. 
 

Volunteers Needed for The Annex.  A GIANT sign-up sheet will be 
available at the service on January 7. You can’t miss it :) Please consider how 
you can be a part of the Annex magic! 
 

For the Sunday School to continue to grow and meet the needs of the 
youngest members of our congregation, the Sunday School is looking for 
one more teacher that can help teach our kids approximately two Sundays a 
month. We currently have three dedicated teachers but a fourth would  
allow for the middle school group to run more consistently and the kids to 
have more age appropriate activities to encourage their spiritual growth at 
the church. It also would allow the current teachers some time to attend 
church themselves. If you are interested or have questions please contact 
Kim Wenger at kim.wenger12@gmail.com.  

Ongoing Activities 
All are welcome to join in any of the following activities.  

If you need more information, 905.878.8895 x. 21 or info@stpaulsmilton.com 
 

Sundays 
Worship (The Annex & Sanctuary or combined) at 10:00am,  

fellowship time follows the services 
Sunday School for kids during the services 

 

Friday Morning Coffee - every Friday at 10:15am - all welcome! 
United Church Women (UCW) - second Wed monthly, Sept-June, 1:30pm 
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Please remember St Paul’s is a perfume free and nut free environment 

 

The Staff of St. Paul’s 

 
Interim Minister: Reverend John Ambrose 

jambro@sympatico.ca  
Music Director: Don Cassano       

dcassano@stpaulsmilton.com  
Church Administrator: Cindy Allin    

 info@stpaulsmilton.com   

 
 
 

Upcoming Worship 
 
 

December 31  
 

Café Noel, one service at 10:00am in the hall 
Worship leader: Rev John Ambrose 

 
 

January 7, 2018 
 

The Annex at 10:00am, worship leader Adam Cresswell 
Sanctuary worship at 10:00am, worship leader Rev John Ambrose 

Sunday School for kids during the services 
Fellowship time follows the services 

 

 
Check out our website for information & updates:   

stpaulsmilton.com 
 

Music License CCLI # 2223542 

 
 

   St. Paul's United Church 
  123 Main Street East, Milton, Ontario  L9T 1N4 

905.878.8895   info@stpaulsmilton.com 
stpaulsmilton.com 

 

Office Hours for Reverend John Ambrose  
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:00am to 1:00pm 

Office Phone: 905.878.8895 x. 24  Emergency Pastoral Care: 905.826.2831 
No Office Hours December 25-29 

 

Main Office Hours:   
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm, closed noon to 1:00pm for lunch 

Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Office closed December 23 through January 1 
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