
A Glimpse of the Kingdom In Our Midst 

Over the past few weeks, I have been leading an adult faith study about Jesus.  In the book I am using as 

a guide, Cambridge Scholar and author Richard Bauckham notes how the ministry of Jesus was defined 

by his proclamation of what he referred to as “the kingdom of God.”  For Jesus, “the kingdom” was 

about how we experience God in the world, in each other, and in our lives. 

In Jesus day, like ours, not everyone was considered to be godly or holy.  There were those who were 

considered “clean” or “holy” and then there were the “unclean” or “the unholy.”  It all had to do with 

being “in” or “out.” One’s being “clean” had everything to do with being socially acceptable.  There is 

convincing archeological evidence that reveal how some spared no expense and even incurred a great 

deal of debt to maintain their “cleanliness” or “social acceptance.”  Being “clean” or “holy” or “socially 

acceptable” was seen as a matter of one’s ability to do so.  In a sense, it was taking responsibility for 

saving yourself –on the condition you had the means to do so and you met certain standards.  If you 

didn’t have the means then you would forever remain on the margins. 

Jesus’ experience of God was different.  Jesus always reached out to the ones on the margins, dared to 

touch the “unclean,” why he even ate with them, healed them and welcomed them.  Core to Jesus’ 

message was the belief that inclusion in God’s reality/Kingdom is not dependent on one’s ability to 

maintain social acceptability in the kingdoms of this world.  Jesus showed forth God’s power and caring 

for the ones around him no matter who they were, especially for ones who could not help themselves.  

Jesus message of the kingdom was one that sought to restore the dignity and place within society for 

“the least of these my brothers and sisters.” (Matt. 25:40).  

This June I had the opportunity to attend the “Prep to Step-up” graduation at St. Paul’s and while there 

caught a glimpse of the kind of kingdom about which Jesus spoke.  “Prep to Step-up” is a program run by 

an organization called "Canadian Travelling Tutors."  The amazing instructors and facilitators work part-

time.  The clients are neuro-diverse adults with special needs such as autism spectrum disorders. (Adults 

who in our society, could never save themselves according to the dominant culture’s standards of our 

day.)  The clients work on communication, writing, art, life-skills and self-expression.  They seek to build 

a positive environment made on making positive choices.  The program’s motto is “never ignore a 

possibility.” 

At the graduation, I was humbled as I watched the clients invite one another up front to receive their 

certificates.  As I listened and watched, I learned about the clients -what they loved learning, the strides 

they had made.  It was a joy to see them encourage one another and give thanks for what their 

instructors and the program meant to them.  These were individuals who were finding dignity, value and 

worth.    

They were also a group who remained mindful of the struggles of others in this world.  This year the 

clients decided on their own to raise money for the victims and victim’s families of the Toronto van 

attack.  They raised the money through the positive choices they made.  During the program, clients 

earned 25 cents for each positive choice. Their goal for the Toronto Fund was $33 in the end they raised 

over $100.  As this small group made those over 400 positive choices, I believe they showed forth a 

personal dignity and a sense of possibility the kingdoms of this world and so many of us can often forget.  

Imagine a world where instead of being hyper-critical and judgmental and wondering whether or not 



someone is “acceptable” to us, we spent more time encouraging one another and giving thanks for each 

other and thinking of others the way the participants in the “Prep to Step-up” program do?   

St. Paul's should be proud of the way it supports “Prep to Step-up.”  As the program co-ordinator told 

me, it wouldn’t happen without the church's support.  It was an honour to be present that day and 

receive their “thank you” on behalf of the church.  I not only got to eat a great lunch with the grads and 

their families, my soul was fed as I caught a glimpse of the kind of kingdom Jesus hopes we will all 

experience.  


