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First Sunday in Advent    
December 2, 2018    11:00am 

Participating this morning 

 
 

Worship Leadership: Reverend Dr. Dale Skinner 
Music Director:  Don Cassano 
Piano: Dawn Brodie    
Greeting: Marlene Grimwood, Joanne Dundass and Wayne Heath 
Sound Team: Helene Ellison 
Scripture Reader: Nancy Whitnell 
Offering: Marlene Grimwood, Joanne Dundass, Wayne Heath and       
     Wendy Hodgkins 
Count Team:  Darlene Harris, Anne and Graham Troake 
Fellowship Time: Betty Tonelli and Jo McDuffe 
Baker’s Dozen: Marilyn Pickett and Diane Patterson 

Large print bulletins available  -  
please ask one of our ushers 

Welcome to St. Paul’s United Church 
and to our services today  -  we are happy that you have come! 

 
Sunday Morning Nursery  

Toys and other nursery items are available during the service 
 __________ 

 
Sunday School children start with their parents and leave partway 

through the  Annex or combined services for Sunday School 
 __________ 

 
Washrooms  are located off the atrium 

_________ 
 

Pew Cushions  are available to the left of the front platform  
in the sanctuary 

_________ 
 

Two accessible entrances to St Paul’s. One  is on Main Street via 
the atrium, with the elevator located just inside the entrance. Best  
parking to use for this entrance is the town lot west of the church, 
with two handicapped parking spots.  
The second accessible entrance is via the ramp off our parking lot, 
with two handicapped parking spots in the parking lot.  

_________ 
 

We invite you to pick up informational brochures in the atrium.  
Please introduce yourself to one of the hosts; we would be most  
happy to help you.  Visitors and guests are encouraged to sign  
the Guest Book located in the atrium.  We hope you will come to 
fellowship time following our services for conversation and  
refreshments!  
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Sunday December 2, 2018    11:00am 

 
A warm welcome is extended to all this morning. Your presence both    
enriches us and this time of worship together. In the midst of the  
busy-ness of life, we have been gifted with this time and place to  
reconnect with God and with one another.  We seek to discern a life       
beyond life and behold the larger reality Jesus revealed in his own life, 
death and resurrection. Our aim is spiritual growth, a deeper faith and a 
loving community. 
 

We Gather As God’s People 
 

Organ Prelude  

 
* VU 62   Once In Royal David’s City   
 
 

Welcome 
 
 
The Life and Work of our Community 
 
 
Call to Worship - Lighting The Advent Candle of Hope 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath candles today are members of the St. Paul’s        
Mission and Outreach Committee. The members of this committee include         
Val Ewan (Chair); Helen Ho; Peter Anderson; Joanne Dundass; Jean Morby; 
Anne Troake; Karen Tyrer; Shelley Woodcock.  
 

One:    Come into this place. Come into this season of Advent.             
 Come and make room to receive the gift of Christmas.         
 Come and see how God prepares a place for Hope to be born anew.  

 All: Let every heart prepare a place for hope. 

 

* Please stand if able  
Congregational responses in bold  
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One:    God comes to us as a child. A God who waits to be born anew.  
 A child born in the midst of impossible circumstances.             
 A child in whom God invested a great deal of hope.                  
 A child who would grow, and live, and die, and live again        
 to show us the hope God has in us and the hope God has for us. 

 All: Let every heart prepare a place for hope. 
 

One:     According to the prophet Jeremiah:                                         
 “The Lord said, ‘I made a wonderful promise to Israel           
 and Judah, and the days are coming when I will keep it.            
 I promised that the time will come when I will appoint a king 
 from the family of David, a king who will be honest and rule 
 with justice. In those days, Judah will be safe;                        
 Jerusalem will have peace and will be named                        
 ‘The LORD Gives Justice.’” (Jeremiah 33:14-16) 

 All: Let every heart prepare a place for hope.  
 

One:  When there is no hope…there is no promise.                      
 When there is no hope…justice is far away.                        
 When there is no hope…the way ahead appears dim.              
 As days grow shorter and darkness lengthens,                        
 we light the first candle.                                                          
 May this flame be a glimmer of hope for the people.  
 

(First candle is lit). 
 

One:  Every week in Advent, we will light another candle.           
 Each candle that we light will remind us that                         
 the Light of the World will soon come to us as one of us –      
 as “Emmanuel,” which means “God with us.”                         
 The Kingdom of God is drawing near.                                  
 May we prepare our hearts for the day of the Lord. 

 All: Let every heart prepare a place for hope.  
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Opening Prayer  

Everlasting and Loving God, gathered in this place today,                   
we acknowledge that you are at work in our lives and in this world.     
In this time and space we ask for the grace to take a break                
from our busy thoughts and a busy world.                                            
We have come in search of Jesus and his way.                                      
We have come to gather at his table and be fed by his Spirit.                   
We pray we might find our sense of hope restored.  
We know we have done things and have had things done to us          

that have caused us to lose hope in ourselves and hope in others.              

With these things in mind, we ask for your mercy and grace.               

As we gather, as we worship and as we are fed,                                   

may we see the hope you have in us.                                                     

The hope that reminds us that we need each other.                            

This is the hope you give us in Christ, the one in whose name we pray.                                                                                               

Amen. 

 
* VU 10     Prepare The Way Of the Lord        Advent Song

  
 

 

We Listen For God’s Word 
 

Choir Anthem      
 
    

Prayer of Illumination                     Nancy Whitnell 
 
 

Scripture  Reading Luke 21:25-36                 N.T. p.85-86  

 
                

Word For Today      There Comes A Day 
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We Respond In Faith 
 
 

 Invitation to the Offering 
 

We of St. Paul’s are committed to the work of the Church.  Weekly  
offerings, pre-authorized remittance (PAR), sharing of our time and 
talents and reaching out to friend and stranger are but some of the 

ways that we give.  
 “God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”  

                 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
 

 Presentation of our Offerings 
 
 
* Offertory Response                    VU 544 

 

 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If  I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 If  I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
 Yet, what I can I give him – give my heart.  

 

Sacrament of Communion  

    Welcome to the Table  

One:  Friends, we are about to share in the sacred story             
 and celebrate the feast of the resurrection.                          
 All who welcome Jesus Christ and seek to follow                 
 in his way and life, find a welcome at his table.                   
 We have also been reminded that when we gather,               
 if our sister or brother has anything against us,                  
 we must prepare ourselves for the giving.             
 Let us then pray for hearts that are reconciled                    
 and made new by the God who reaches out to us.  
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Discernment  
 
One:  Loving and caring God, all that we are is open to you.  

Look not upon our brokenness but upon our faith.  
Break down all barriers and show us again one bright star 
that leads us to the manger bed.  

All:  Give us grace to follow the star to where Jesus lay.  
 
One:  When our prayers are left unspoken,  

and our spirits resemble a dark, cold December night.  
All:  Embrace us with a blanket of mercy!  
 
One:  When the world’s pace and pressures fray us,  

loosening our hold on life around us  
All:  Tell us again about lengthening days,                              
 a warm gentle breeze, a cradle, a cross,                        
 and a God who loves and seeks after us.  
 
One:  When our selfishness begrudges love and we become obsessed 

with our own needs, when we turn from neighbours in need…  
All:  Lure us on to be faithful, for if one suffers, we all suffer;  

if one flourishes, we all rejoice.  
 

One: O God, bring new life where we are worn and tired; 
forgiveness, where we have wounded. 

All:  God of hope, where we are the prisoners of our selves. 
Help us know the joy and freedom of your Holy Spirit.  

 

Thanksgiving  
 
One:  God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, 

God of our parents and children, we bless you. 
Truly you are the dwelling place of every generation. 

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory;  
hosanna in the highest. 
 

One: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;  
All: Hosanna in the highest.  
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* VU 37   Gloria    Choir Sings 

 

Leader continues to pray  

   

Lord’s Prayer    Sung by Graham Troake    

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.             
 Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,    
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.                              
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.           
 For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,                    
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Breaking the Bread / Lifting the Cup 

 

 One: The body of Christ broken for you. 
 All: Amen.  
 
 One: The life of Christ, poured out for you.  
 All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Distribution of the Elements 
 

Communion will be served by the method of intinction.                               
After the choir is served, beginning with the back rows,                               
you are invited to come forward and take a piece of bread.                        
You may then either dip the bread in the cup,                                                
or take one of the small cups from the.                                                      
There is also a gluten free option.                                                                     
Please come forward down the middle aisles and                                        
return to your seat along the side aisles.                                                          
If you are unable to come forward,                                                           
please let the usher know and the servers will come to you.  
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Prayer After Communion  
 
All:  Loving God, it is through your goodness                      
 we have received these gifts at your table.               
 Bread, that was once scattered as grain,                    
 gathered together and baked into a loaf;                   
 drink, that was once grapes grown on a hillside,       
 gathered together and pressed into juice.                    
 You have taken the ordinary and given it new meaning. 
 Now you have gathered us at your table                       
 and called us to life anew.                                             
 May people see alive in us your life and hope,              
 and may we see this life in others the very same     
 Christ Jesus, our hope, our Emmanuel.                    
 Amen.  

 

* VU 44  It Came Upon A Midnight Clear  

 
 
 
*Words of Blessing 
 
 

*Choral Response 

     
     

* Exchange of the Peace 
 

Before we depart, we are invited to exchange “the Peace of Christ” 
 with the ones around us 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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Name Tags. To help us get to know each other, we have permanent  name 
tags available to order at $8.25 per tag. Orders must be prepaid.   Order 
forms are available in the atrium or in the office. Please give your order with 
payment to Wendy Hodgkins or leave at the office.  
 
Preparations for the Christmas Pageant are now underway!  The 
rehearsals will occur during the scheduled Sunday school on November 25, 
December 2 and December 9. There will also be an additional practice hap-
pening closer to the pageant and it will be confirmed on a later date.  All 
children are welcome and encouraged to participate.  In addition, helpers are 
always needed, so anyone interested in volunteering can contact Kim 
Wenger directly at (905) 691-4902 to see how they can help. 
 

  

Christmas Giving Tree. There is a large, lighted, and decorated      
Christmas tree to grace the atrium at St. Paul’s Church. It stands as a    
blessing to the many hundreds of people who come through the doors of 
our building every week. But more than that, it is a giving tree. It will ‘give’ 
practical gifts to people in our community and beyond who are in need of 
assistance. And the gifts will come from all of us …mittens, socks, toques, 
gloves, scarves, and any other winter clothing items you think might help a 
child or an adult. These can be left under or alongside the tree. But you 
might also consider $25 gift cards from Walmart or food stores in the  
Loblaw chain. The gift cards can be left in the church office or placed on the 
offering plate with a note to leave them for the office. These will be so very 
helpful in meeting the urgent requests we receive in the weeks and months 
to come.  
 
Songs Of The Season.  Saturday December 8 from 4-5pm.  Hosted by St. Paul’s 
United Church.  Join us for a community sing a long of your favourite Christmas music. 
 
UCW CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9.  St. 
Paul’s UCW is having a Christmas Cookie Sale.  A dozen cookies will be 
beautifully packaged, a dozen for $8, and will be sold after the Church Ser-
vice on December 9.  These cookies would also make a nice Christmas gift. 
For more information contact Nancy @ 905.864.6667. 
 

A WARM CHRISTMAS WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN OF ST. PAUL’S  
Wednesday, December 12 is our UCW Christmas Potluck Luncheon. Gather 
for lunch at 12 Noon, potluck at 12:15. Bring a hot or cold, first or second 
course dish. There will be a gift exchange, gift no more than $10, a Christmas 
singalong and more! Don’t forget to wear your Christmas colours! 
 

 

Visitors Offering Envelopes. Any donations provided in one of these  
envelopes will allow the giver to obtain a receipt for income tax purposes. 
Visitors envelopes are in the atrium and worship areas. 
 

Donation baskets for the Food Bank and for women and  
children at Halton Women’s Place are available in the atrium. These 
are ongoing outreach projects of St Paul’s the Mission & Outreach         
Committee.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Announcements  -  November 25, 2018 
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Carol-O-Grams Looking for a different way to give a little Christmas 
cheer? Carol-O-Gram order forms are available from the table in the    
Atrium . On Sunday, Dec. 23 groups of carolers will be delivering these gifts 
of song. Orders needed as well as singers. Carol-o-grams are $10.  There 
is  total limit of ten orders for our first year.  Orders will be accepted until 
Dec 21 or when they are sold out.  Deliveries will limited to the immediate 
area of Milton.  

 

Memorial Flowers. If you would like to place memorial flowers in the 
worship area on a Sunday morning  - to remember a loved one or to     
celebrate a special event  - please let the office know. You may also sponsor 
a Sunday bulletin  - please contact the office for details. 
 

"Care Cards" are available at worship services or in the atrium to help 
the Pastoral Care Team identify those from our congregation who would 
benefit from a visit or a phone call. Completed cards can be placed in the 
offering plate, dropped off at the church office or given to any member of 
the Pastoral Care Team: Judy Rye, Nancy Whitnell, Dawn Brodie, Sharon 
Pyle, Jo McDuffe, Carol Kerr, Norena Blake, Carol Hyde and Jim Hawkins. 

Deadline for weekly bulletin announcements—Wednesdays at 4:00pm in the office 

Ongoing Activities 
 

All are welcome to join in any of the following activities.  
If you need more information, 905.878.8895 x. 21 or info@stpaulsmilton.com 

 

Most Sundays  
 

The Annex worship at 9:30am in the main level hall  
Sunday School during The Annex 

Sanctuary worship at 11:00am 
 

Friday Morning Coffee - every Friday at 10:15am - all welcome! 
United Church Women (UCW) - second Wed monthly, Sept-June, 1:30pm 

 
 

Coming Up 
  

Sun Dec 2, , 7:00pm  Quiet Service        Sanctuary 
Tues Dec 4, 7:30pm  FET Meeting       CE Office 

Journey to the Lands of the Bible. In May of 2019, Rev. Dale 
Skinner and Rev. Maryann Skinner are planning to lead a group of 
travellers on a journey through some of the lands of the Bible. The 
tour has professional guides, air-conditioned coach and will be limited 
in registration to assure the best experience possible.  Tour pricing is 
all-inclusive (except lunches).  There are brochures and registration 
forms available on the counter in the atrium. Please speak to Dale if 
you have any questions.  

QUIET SERVICE in the Sanctuary 
Sunday December 7, 2018 @ 7pm 

 

A peaceful service of healing and hope for ones who grieve or bear 
difficult memories at this time of year. 
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Please remember St Paul’s is a perfume free and nut free environment 

 

The Staff of St. Paul’s 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Dale Skinner  dskinner@stpaulsmilton.com 

Music Director: Don Cassano    dcassano@stpaulsmilton.com  

Church Administrator: Cindy Allin    info@stpaulsmilton.com   

 
 

Upcoming Worship   
 

Sunday December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Worship Leader: Rev Dale Skinner 

 

The Annex at 9:30am in the main level hall 
Sanctuary Worship at 11:00am 

 
Sunday School during The Annex 

Fellowship time in the atrium following the services 

 
 

Check out our website for information & updates:   
stpaulsmilton.com 

 

 
Music License CCLI # 2223542 

 
 

   St. Paul's United Church 
  123 Main Street East, Milton, Ontario  L9T 1N4 

905.878.8895   info@stpaulsmilton.com 
stpaulsmilton.com   

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/StPaulsUnitedChurchMilton 

 
Rev. Dr. Skinner’s Office Hours:  

Tuesday 10:00am-1:00pm; Wednesday 2:00-4:00pm, 5:30-7:30pm 
Thursday 3:00-5:00pm, Friday  9:30am-12:30pm 

(office hours are subject to change) 
Appointments welcome via phone or email 

 
Main Office Hours:   

Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm 


