Sunday December 30, 2018
11:00am
Welcome to St. Paul’s United Church

and to our services today - we are happy that you have come!
Sunday Morning Nursery
Toys and other nursery items are available during the service
__________
Sunday School children start with their parents and leave partway
through the Annex or combined services for Sunday School
__________
Washrooms are located off the atrium
_________
Pew Cushions are available to the left of the front platform
in the sanctuary
_________
Two accessible entrances to St Paul’s. One is on Main Street via
the atrium, with the elevator located just inside the entrance. Best
parking to use for this entrance is the town lot west of the church,
with two handicapped parking spots.
The second accessible entrance is via the ramp off our parking lot,
with two handicapped parking spots in the parking lot.
_________
We invite you to pick up informational brochures in the atrium.
Please introduce yourself to one of the hosts; we would be most
happy to help you. Visitors and guests are encouraged to sign
the Guest Book located in the atrium. We hope you will come to
fellowship time following our services for conversation and
refreshments!
Participating this morning

Worship Leadership: Reverend Dr. Dale Skinner
Music Director: Don Cassano
Piano: Dawn Brodie
Greeting: Wendy Hodgkins
Sound Team: Helene Ellison
Offering: Wendy Hodgkins
Count Team: Rick and Judy Rye
Fellowship Time: Cassie Smith, Jean Morby and Alice Fetter

* Please stand if able
Congregational responses in bold

Sunday December 30, 2018

A warm welcome is extended to all this morning. Your presence both
enriches us and this time of worship together. In the midst of the
busy-ness of life, we have been gifted with this time and place to
reconnect with God and with one another. We seek to discern a life
beyond life and behold the larger reality Jesus revealed in his own life,
death and resurrection. Our aim is spiritual growth, a deeper faith and
a loving community.

We Gather As God’s People
*Carol
Call to Worship
Let us go, in heart and mind, to see what has come to pass.
Let us gather with the shepherds:
Let us go to find the Savior!
Let us journey with the wise ones:
Let us go to find God's promise, born for us!
Let us rejoice with the poor and humble:
Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger.
Let us ponder with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations.
Come, let us worship; come, let us adore him:
Christ the Lord!

Opening Prayer
God of birth, God of light, reawaken in us the awe of Christmas.
In this holy season of prayer and song and laughter,
we praise you for the great wonders you have sent us:
for shining star and angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly manger.
We praise you for the Word made flesh in a little Child.
We behold his glory, and are bathed in its radiance.
We kneel before you: shepherds, innkeepers, wise men.
Help us to rise bigger than we are through your redeeming grace.
Amen.

*Carol
Large print bulletins available - our ushers
please ask one- of

11:00am
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Celebrating the Twelve Days of Christmas
Introduction
Throughout Christian history, symbolism has played an important
role discovering how objects or actions can exhibit an inner
meaning expressing Christian ideas. Christianity has borrowed
from the common stock of significant symbols known to most
periods and to all regions of the world. The use of symbols reminds
us that not everything we see or hear needs to be taken literally or
only seen one way. When we open our minds and use our God
given imagination, the experiences and expressions offered by the
world around us can contain layers of meaning and a greater
richness.
Elemental symbols were widely used by the early Church. Water
has specific symbolic significance for Christians. Outside of baptism,
water may represent cleansing or purity. Fire, especially in the form
of a candle flame, represents both the Holy Spirit and light. The
sources of these symbols derive from the Bible; for example from
the tongues of fire that symbolized the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and
from Jesus' description of his followers as the light of the world; or
God is a consuming fire found in Hebrews 12. The cross, which is
today one of the most widely recognised symbols in the world, was
used as a symbol from the earliest times. Another area of
symbolism comes from the use of and meaning numbers. This we
shall explore today as we consider the deeper meanings of numbers
one through twelve as they relate to the Christian faith. We shall
to this using the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas” as our
guide. In the Christian year, the season of Christmas begins on
December 25 and comes to an end twelves days later on January 6th.
On the 1st day of Christmas my true love gave to me…
A Partridge in a Pear Tree
The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. In
the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge
that feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings,
recalling the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of
Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered
you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but you would not
have it so . . . ." (Luke 13:34) Some also relate the number one to
the indivisible wholeness of the one true God and our monotheistic
faith.
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On the 2nd day of Christmas my true love gave to me…
Two Turtle Doves
In the book of Ecclesiastes, attesting to the value of a friend, we read,
“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is
alone and falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie
together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And
though one might prevail against another, two will withstand
one.” (Ecc. 4:9-12). Christians also affirm the two Testaments, old and
new, which together bear witness to God's self-revelation in history
and the creation of a people to tell the Story of God to the world.

On the 3rd day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Three French Hens
It has often been said that “three’s a crowd.” In groups of three, it can
often happen that two of the people are apt to find it easier to relate to
each other than to the other partner. This can motivate the neglected
party to drop out of the group and community to collapse. However,
to see God as a Trinity, as a community like Father, Son and Holy
Spirit changes the kind of life we live. The three divine persons are
forever united with each other in mutual love, they dwell in each other, are known by each other. God reveals the true shape of our intended humanity. Made in the image of God, we aspire to know and love
others with our relatedness to others at the very root of who we are.

On the 4th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Four Calling Birds
The number four is symbolic of the four gospels included in the Canon
of Scripture. The four in order are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Mark is believed to be the earliest and some scholars say could possibly be the testimony of the disciple Peter. John’s gospel is thought to
be the latest. These four Gospels are not the same, each one offers a
unique testimony and a different voice proclaiming the good news of
Christ.

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Five Gold Rings
The first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah (or
teaching) or the Pentateuch. These books all attributed to Moses are
1) Genesis, 2) Exodus, 3) Leviticus, 4) Numbers, and 5) Deuteronomy.
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In these five books there are more than just ten commandments.
There are believed to be 613 laws. It is said there are 365 negative
commandments, one for every day of the year. And 248 positive commands -one for every bone in the body!

On the 6th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Six Geese A-laying
Six geese a-laying are geese at work! The number six also represents
the six “days” that God worked to bring about creation -a creation
that God declared to be good. Although we know the six days are
symbolic, acknowledging these six days that God created express a
theological truth that affirms God as Creator and Sustainer of the
world. We are also reminded that after the six days, God rested and
declared a day of rest given as a gift for all humankind.

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Seven Swans A-swimming
When we sing of the seven swans a-swimming. We can bring to
mind the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit which are: 1) prophecy, 2)
ministry, 3) teaching, 4) exhortation, 5) giving, 6) leading, and 7)
compassion. Each gift attests to the humble service we give and receive to one another. We can hear these listed by the apostle Paul in
his letter to the Romans Chapter 12, verses 3-8: “For by the grace
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.”

On the 8th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Eight Maids A-milking
Here we bring to mind the eight Beatitudes that are the beginning or
introduction to a longer discourse given by Jesus known as “The Sermon on the Mount.” We will now read them from Matthew Chapter 5, verses 1-11:
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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after
he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak,
and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven

On the 9th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Nine Ladies Dancing
The number nine can be symbolic of the nine fruits of the spirit
which the apostle Paul uses as a prescription for the early church.
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul has this to say, “the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such
things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us
also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.”

On the 10th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Ten Lords A-leaping
The ten commandments, given to the prophet Moses by God on
Mount Sinai can be found in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.
Let us read responsively "The Ten Commandments" found on
page 877 of Voices United.

On the 11th day of Christmas my true love gave to me…

Eleven Pipers Piping
The number eleven are meant to bring to mind the eleven faithful
apostles: 1) Simon Peter, 2) Andrew, 3) James, 4) John, 5) Philip, 6)
Bartholomew, 7) Matthew, 8) Thomas, 9) James son of Alphaeus,
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10) Simon the Zealot, 11) Judas son of James. (Luke 6:14-16). The
list, which does not include Judas Iscariot, also reminds us that Jesus had one of his closest friends betray him for a price.

On the 12th day of Christmas my love gave to me…

Twelve Drummers Drumming
Some relate the number twelve to the number of Jacobs sons that
gave way to the twelve tribes of Israel. Others see this twelves as
symbolic to the original twelve disciples of Jesus that were seen to
represent the new Israel and the new covenant found in him echoing the twelve sons of Jacob.
In the Apostle's Creed we discover twelves points of teaching: 1) I
believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 2)
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 3) He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
4) He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell [the grave]. 5) On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. 6) He will come again to judge the living and the
dead. 7) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 8) the holy catholic Church, 9)
the communion of saints, 10) the forgiveness of sins, 11) the resurrection of the body, 12) and life eternal

*Carol
Offering

Announcements - December 30, 2018
A signup sheet for scripture reading in the January sanctuary services is in the atrium.
Exploring Genesis. Rev. Skinner will be leading a study of the book of Genesis at St.
Paul’s beginning on Thursday, January 10 from 3pm to 4pm. The study will run for
eight consecutive weeks ending on February 28. No others books are required other
than a Bible -preferably a Contemporary English Version or a New Revised Standard
Version. All are welcome. Please let the Church Office or Rev. Skinner know in advance that you plan to attend.
Youth Confirmation Registration Night. Calling all parents and youth (grade nine
and up). There will be a youth confirmation information/registration evening on
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at 7pm in the Christian Education Room in the lower
level of St. Paul’s. This is a chance for you to learn about what to expect. Please bring
your questions. Remember to RSVP your attendance to the church office.
Charitable Donation Receipts for Gift Cards. If you are making a gift card donation
through St. Paul’s this year, please notify the office if you would like a charitable donation receipt for your gift.
Tax Receipts and End of Year Donations. A gentle reminder to all that the deadline
for 2018 contributions is December 31. Anything received after 10:00AM on that date
will be credited to your 2019 contribution. Thank you.
2019 Giving Envelopes are available for pick up in the atrium.
Journey to the lands of the Bible. May 5 - May 18, 2019 Rev. Dale Skinner and Rev.
Maryann Skinner would like to invite you on a journey like no other this May 2019. If
you have often desired to travel to the lands of the Bible, this is a great opportunity to
join a medium-sized group with leaders and guides experienced in travel to this part of
the world. An information session regarding the trip will take place from 7:30pm8:00pm on Monday, January 7 at St. Paul's in the sanctuary. Journey itinerary and registration forms can be accessed by visiting:
http://christian-journeys.com/destinations/israel-2/?event_id1=1670.
There are also some on the desk in the St. Paul's Atrium.
Deadline for registration with secure pricing is January 15.

Upcoming Worship
Sunday January 6

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Worship Leader: Rev Dale Skinner
The Annex at 9:30am in the main level hall
Sanctuary Worship at 11:00am

*Carol

Sunday School during The Annex
Fellowship time in the atrium following the services

Blessing
-7-

Check out our website for information & updates:
stpaulsmilton.com
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