Second Sunday in Advent
December 9, 2018

11:00am

Welcome to St. Paul’s United Church

and to our services today - we are happy that you have come!
Sunday Morning Nursery
Toys and other nursery items are available during the service
__________
Sunday School children start with their parents and leave partway
through the Annex or combined services for Sunday School
__________
Washrooms are located off the atrium
_________
Pew Cushions are available to the left of the front platform
in the sanctuary
_________
Two accessible entrances to St Paul’s. One is on Main Street via
the atrium, with the elevator located just inside the entrance. Best
parking to use for this entrance is the town lot west of the church,
with two handicapped parking spots.
The second accessible entrance is via the ramp off our parking lot,
with two handicapped parking spots in the parking lot.
_________
We invite you to pick up informational brochures in the atrium.
Please introduce yourself to one of the hosts; we would be most
happy to help you. Visitors and guests are encouraged to sign
the Guest Book located in the atrium. We hope you will come to
fellowship time following our services for conversation and
refreshments!
Participating this morning

Second Sunday in Advent

December 9, 2018
11:00am
- -

Worship Leadership: Reverend Dr. Dale Skinner
Music Director: Don Cassano
Piano: Dawn Brodie
Greeting: Marlene Grimwood, Wally Whitnell and Wayne Heath
Sound Team: Theo Wolder
Scripture Reader: Wayne Heath
Offering: Marlene Grimwood, Wally Whitnell, Wayne Heath and
Wendy Hodgkins
Count Team: Jim Hawkins, Theo and Betty Ann Wolder
Fellowship Time: Carol Kerr and Diane Dickie
Baker’s Dozen: Val Ewan and Helene Ellison

Large print bulletins available - 2 of
- our ushers
please ask one

* Please stand if able
Congregational responses in bold

Sunday December 9, 2018

Come into this place. Come into this season of Advent.
Come and make room to receive the gift of Christmas.
Come and see how God prepares a place for Peace to be born anew.

All:

Let us prepare a place for the Peace of Christ.

One:

We dream God’s dream of a world at peace.
Where enemies are reconciled, and children play in safety;
Where the poor and powerless find justice.

All:

Let us prepare a place for the Peace of Christ.

One:

The peace of Christ is one that passes all understanding.
It is the peace that is our calm in the midst of the storms of life.
The deep peace that protects us from want
and affirms the worth of our souls.

All:

Let us prepare a place for the Peace of Christ.

One:

The prophet Isaiah foretold of God’s promise of
a Ruler of Peace, “filled with the Spirit of God,
of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and might,
of justice and faithfulness.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord.”

All:

Let us prepare a place for the Peace of Christ.

One:

When there is no peace…it is easy to feel threatened.
When there is no peace…reconciliation is far away.
When there is no peace…there is fear and suspicion.

11:00am

A warm welcome is extended to all this morning. Your presence both
enriches us and this time of worship together. In the midst of the
busy-ness of life, we have been gifted with this time and place to
reconnect with God and with one another. We seek to discern a life
beyond life and behold the larger reality Jesus revealed in his own life,
death and resurrection. Our aim is spiritual growth, a deeper faith and a
loving community.

We Gather As God’s People
Organ Prelude

* VU 1

One:

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 1, 2, 6 & 7)

Welcome

The Life and Work of our Community
Call to Worship - Lighting The Advent Candle of Peace
Lighting the Advent Wreath candles today are members of the St. Paul’s
Worship Committee. The members of this committee include Myra
Hudspeth (Chair), Sherry Cameron, Shelley Doucet, Susan Butson, Bill
Woodcock, Wendy Hodgkins, Peter Anderson & Helene Ellison.
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As days grow shorter and darkness lengthens,
we light the second candle.
May this flame rise up with a prayer of peace for the people.
May we be drawn to its light.
(Second candle is lit).

One:

All:

* VU 10

Prepare The Way Of the Lord

Advent Song

For the Child in All of Us

Each candle we light reminds us that the Light of the World
will soon come to us as one of us –as “Emmanuel,”
which means “God with us.”
The Kingdom of God is drawing near.
May we prepare our hearts for the day of the Lord.

We Listen For God’s Word
Choir Anthem

Let us prepare a place for the Peace of Christ.

Prayer of Illumination

Wayne Heath

Opening Prayer
Everlasting and Loving God, gathered in this place today,
we acknowledge that you are at work in our lives and in this world.
In this time and space we ask for the grace
to take a break from our busy thoughts and a busy world.
We have come in search of Jesus and his way.
We have come gather at his table and be fed by his Spirit.
We pray that we might find our sense of hope restored.
We know that we have done things and have had things done to us
that have caused us to lose hope in ourselves and hope in others.
With these things in mind, we ask for your mercy and grace.
As we gather, as we worship and as we are fed,
may we seek the peace you desire for us.
The peace that helps us to rise above our circumstances
and frees us to love and serve others.
This is the peace you give us in Christ,
the one in whose name we pray. Amen.
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Scripture Reading

Word For Today

* VU 31

Luke 3:1-8

N.T. p.60

The Christmas ‘Tradition’

O Lord How Shall I Meet You
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*Choral Response

We Respond In Faith

* Exchange of the Peace
Invitation to the Offering
We of St. Paul’s are committed to the work of the Church.
Weekly offerings, pre-authorized remittance (PAR),
sharing of our time and talents and
reaching out to friend and stranger are
but some of the ways that we give.
“God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”
2 Corinthians 9:7

Before we depart, we are invited to exchange “the Peace of Christ”
with the ones around us

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Presentation of our Offerings

Christmas Eve Worship
* Offertory Response

VU 544

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet, what I can I give him – give my heart.

* VU 20

On Jordan’s Bank

4:00 pm Family Service
7:00 pm Readings, Carols
And Brass Ensemble
9:00 pm Communion
Service

*Words of Blessing
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Announcements - December 9, 2018
The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today in loving memory of Michael
Lee, given by Len and Mary Ellen Lee

Donation baskets for the Food Bank and for women and
children at Halton Women’s Place are available in the atrium. These
are ongoing outreach projects of St Paul’s the Mission & Outreach
Committee. Thank you for your continued support.

UCW CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9. St.
Paul’s UCW is having a Christmas Cookie Sale. A dozen cookies will be
beautifully packaged, a dozen for $8, and will be sold after the Church Service on December 9. These cookies would also make a nice Christmas gift.
For more information contact Nancy @ 905.864.6667
Preparations for the Christmas Pageant are now underway! The
rehearsals will occur during the scheduled Sunday school on November 25,
December 2 and December 9. There will also be an additional practice happening closer to the pageant and it will be confirmed on a later date. All
children are welcome and encouraged to participate. In addition, helpers are
always needed, so anyone interested in volunteering can contact Kim
Wenger directly at (905) 691-4902 to see how they can help.

Memorial Flowers. If you would like to place memorial flowers in the
worship area on a Sunday morning - to remember a loved one or to
celebrate a special event - please let the office know. You may also sponsor
a Sunday bulletin - please contact the office for details.

Christmas Giving Tree. There is a large, lighted, and decorated
Christmas tree to grace the atrium at St. Paul’s Church. It stands as a
blessing to the many hundreds of people who come through the doors of
our building every week. But more than that, it is a giving tree. It will ‘give’
practical gifts to people in our community and beyond who are in need of
assistance. And the gifts will come from all of us …mittens, socks, toques,
gloves, scarves, and any other winter clothing items you think might help a
child or an adult. These can be left under or alongside the tree. But you
might also consider $25 gift cards from Walmart or food stores in the
Loblaw chain. The gift cards can be left in the church office or placed on the
offering plate with a note to leave them for the office. These will be so very
helpful in meeting the urgent requests we receive in the weeks and months
to come.

Journey to the Lands of the Bible. May 5 - May 18, 2019. Rev.
Dale Skinner and Rev. Maryann Skinner would like to invite you
on a journey like no other this May 2019. If you have often desired to travel to the lands of the Bible, this is a great opportunity
to join a medium-sized group with leaders and guides experienced in travel to this part of the world. An information session
regarding the trip will take place from 7:30pm-8:00pm on Monday, January 7 at St. Paul's in the sanctuary. Journey itinerary
and registration forms can be accessed by visiting:

A WARM CHRISTMAS WELCOME TO ALL WOMEN OF ST. PAUL’S
Wednesday, December 12 is our UCW Christmas Potluck Luncheon. Gather for
lunch at 12 Noon, potluck at 12:15. Bring a hot or cold, first or second course dish.
There will be a gift exchange, gift no more than $10, a Christmas singalong and
more! Don’t forget to wear your Christmas colours!

"Care Cards" are available at worship services or in the atrium to help
the Pastoral Care Team identify those from our congregation who would
benefit from a visit or a phone call. Completed cards can be placed in the
offering plate, dropped off at the church office or given to any member of
the Pastoral Care Team: Judy Rye, Nancy Whitnell, Dawn Brodie, Sharon
Pyle, Jo McDuffe, Carol Kerr, Norena Blake, Carol Hyde and Jim Hawkins.

http://christian-journeys.com/destinations/israel-2/?
event_id1=1670
There are also some on the desk in the St. Paul's Atrium.
Deadline for registration with secure pricing is January 15

Carol-O-Grams Looking for a different way to give a little Christmas cheer?

Carol-O-Gram order forms are available from the table in the Atrium .
On Sunday, Dec. 23 groups of carolers will be delivering these gifts of song.
Orders needed as well as singers. Carol-o-grams are $10. There is total
limit of ten orders for our first year. Orders will be accepted until Dec 21
or when they are sold out. Deliveries will limited to the immediate area of
Milton.

Tax Receipts and End of Year Donations. A gentle reminder to all that the
deadline for 2018 contributions is December 31. Anything received after 10:00AM
on that date will be credited to your 2019 contribution. Thank you.

2019 Giving Envelopes will be available for pick up in the atrium beginning
Sunday December 16.
Visitors Offering Envelopes. Any donations provided in one of these
envelopes will allow the giver to obtain a receipt for income tax purposes.
Visitors envelopes are in the atrium and worship areas.
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Ongoing Activities
All are welcome to join in any of the following activities.
If you need more information, 905.878.8895 x. 21 or info@stpaulsmilton.com
Most Sundays
The Annex worship at 9:30am in the main level hall
Sunday School during The Annex
Sanctuary worship at 11:00am
Friday Morning Coffee - every Friday at 10:15am - all welcome!
United Church Women (UCW) - second Wed monthly, Sept-June, 1:30pm
Coming Up
Tues Dec 12, 7:00pm
Worship Meeting
CE Office
Deadline
for7:30pm
weekly bulletin announcements—Wednesdays
at 4:00pm
in theRm
office
Tues
Dec 12,
Trustee Meeting
LL Mtg
2
Fri Dec 14, 6:00pm
Pageant Rehearsal
Sanctuary
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St. Paul's United Church

123 Main Street East, Milton, Ontario L9T 1N4

905.878.8895 info@stpaulsmilton.com
stpaulsmilton.com
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/StPaulsUnitedChurchMilton

The Staff of St. Paul’s
Minister: Rev. Dr. Dale Skinner dskinner@stpaulsmilton.com
Music Director: Don Cassano dcassano@stpaulsmilton.com
Church Administrator: Cindy Allin info@stpaulsmilton.com

Upcoming Worship

Sunday December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
St. Paul’s Kids present
‘It is ABC Christmas’
Worship Leader: Rev Dale Skinner
Check out our website for information & updates:
stpaulsmilton.com
Music License CCLI # 2223542

Rev. Dr. Skinner’s Office Hours:

Tuesday 10:00am-1:00pm; Wednesday 2:00-4:00pm, 5:30-7:30pm
Thursday 3:00-5:00pm, Friday 9:30am-12:30pm
(office hours are subject to change)
Appointments welcome via phone or email
Main Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9am to 1pm

Please remember St Paul’s is a perfume free and nut free environment
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